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ISRAELI-ESTONIAN COOPERATION. Israeli Big Gen David Shoval, accompanied by Israel's military 
attache to Latvia, held talks in Tallinn on 11 May with Estonian Interior Minister Edgar Savisaar, BNS 
reported. They discus ssed cooperation opportunities between the two countries in the areas of combating 
crime and border .éfense -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI. Inc 


DEATH SENTENCE UPHELD IN LITHUANIA, The Lithuanian Jii sident's Pardon Commission on 10 
May turned down the clemency ; plea of Boris Dekanidze. leader of the criminal group known as the Vilnius 
Brigade, Interfax CREIR d he next day. Dekanidze was sntencec to death in November 1994 for 


Se 
organizing the murder of Vitas | T js, deputy editor ary the Respublika newspaper, on 12 Or 1993 
President Algirdas Brazauskas signed the official rejection of the clemency plea on 11 May lt y that 


Dekanidze wil be executed by firing squad within several weeks. Lithuania has executed fi ted 
murderers since regaining independence in 1991 -- Saulus Girnius, OMRI, | 


m 
E ) 
A 
Ti 
D 
O 


LATVIA JOINS CONVENTION ON PROTECTION OF NADAI: aiia TIE 
Minister Valdis Birkavs on 11 May in Strasbourg signed the Genera t 
Minorities, BNS repor onvention, drafted after the 1993 aie neeting of the Council of 
Europe, determines t! orincipies to be observed by the signatory countries to ensi protec 
of national minorities. Birkavs also attended an informa! meeting of the foreign ministers of the Baltic and 
Nordic states. He discussed with the Danish and Swiss foreign ministers the possibility of intr 
visa-free regime. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc $ 


MADRID (Reuter) - Rea! Madrid's Lithuanian pivot Arvidas Sabonis said he would the Portland Trail 
Blazers in the NBA at the enu ot the season 
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The towering 31-year-old, who was inspirational in Madrid's European Champion Clubs’ Cup fina! four 
victory last month, said Friday the Upitad. States would be h st port of call before retiring 


“After Real Madrid there is now in Europe) te go. a ieartul Sabonis told reporters 


“It's the U.S. and then Lithuania. As my leg still lets me play, l'il go to the States. Then home, to fish and 
spend time with my family 


wee going now so that | don't regret it later. This is my last opportunity and | still dream of paying in tne 


NBA ” 


Sabonis, widely acclaimed as one of the finest players in Europe this season, as played in Spain for six 
years and with Madrid for the last three 


In contrast, Madrid's coach Zeljko Obradovic has decided to stay with the club 
J 


The Serb, who has changed clubs three times in the past four years 
further two seasons 


Friday extended his contract for a 
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